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BRITISH LABOR DEFEATED 


HE DEFEAT of the British Labor 

Ministry by a vote of 364 to 198 on 
the minor issue of withdrawing a charge 
of sedition against a Communist editor, 
merely anticipated the inevitable. The 
Liberals had announced their determina- 
tion to vote with the Conservatives in the 
dispute over the Russian Treaties, sched- 
uled for November. Undoubtedly, Labor’s 
determination to force an election now, 
rather than later, was well thought out, 
and the dismay of the Conservatives and 
Liberals at having the election forced upon 
them on such short notice would bear out 
this surmise. The election is set for Oc- 
tober 29. 

Curiously enough, Labor has made its 
best record in a field in which least was 
expected of it—the conduct of foreign af- 
fairs. Two years ago responsible spokes- 
men of the British Labor Party said 
frankly that they did not want power for 
at least five years, until they felt more 
adequate to handle the foreign office. But 
once in power, Ramsay MacDonald, act- 
ing as his own Foreign Minister, made 
a record in the international field which 
Conservatives and Liberals alike must look 
upon with envy. With the intelligent and 
courageous cooperation of Herriot, Mac- 
Donald brought to a successful issue in 
the London Conference the delicate and 
precarious negotiations over the Dawes 
plan, forced what was in effect a revision 
of the Treaty of Versailles, secured a re- 
versal of the policy of the tenacious Poin- 
caré and emerged withal with a better 
feeling between the French and English 
than most intelligent observers would have 
thought possible a year ago. Following 
out his announced intention to work 
through the League, Mr. MacDonald at 
Geneva brushed aside diplomatic prece- 


dence and presented his case for compul- 
sory arbitration and disarmament in a 
downright way that forced a consideration 
of fundamentals which up to now have 
been none too evident in international ne- 
gotiations. As one observer remarked, “It 
was MacDonald’s rudeness which galvan- 
ized the Assembly into effective action.” 

The Labor Party is going to the coun- 
try on a nominal issue which: will be 
speedily lost sight of in the election. Stung 
by the repeated flouting of the Liberal 
Party, by grace of which the Labor Cab- 
inet held office, the Liberals had announced 
quite flatly their intention of joining the 
Conservatives in their fight on the Anglo- 
Russian Treaties. Labor at present has 
193 seats. They have announced an ex- 
pected gain of at least twenty. Even if 
their gain is considerably more, there is 
very slight chance of their winning a ma- 
jority of the 610 contested seats. The elec- 
tion, therefore, means almost certainly the 
return of a Conservative Government 
headed by Stanley Baldwin, although coali- 
tion is a possibility. Winston Churchill 
has definitely ranged himself with the Con- 
servatives. In all probability the Liberal 
platform will attack the Russian Treaty 
and the disposition of the sedition case, 
and stress their own program of agricul- 
ture, housing and education, as well as the 
“coal and power scheme” of Lloyd George. 
Although the outcome of the election is far 
from certain, feeling in England is strong 
that the Liberal Party will lose seats to 
both the Conservatives and Labor and be 
squeezed out between the two main con- 
testants. 

So far as Anglo-French relations are 
concerned, the defeat of Labor means at 
best an inevitable delay at a crucial time 
in the plans for carrying out the London 
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Agreement. At worst, it may have an 
adverse effect on the Herriot Government 
when Parliament reassembles in Novem- 
ber. The French Nationalist press is bit- 
ter in its denunciations of “Herriot’s 
friend” and the return of Curzon to the 
Foreign Office would certainly imperil the 
present hopeful situation. 

The Labor Cabinet will probably remain 
in office until Parliament reassembles No- 
vember 18, unless it suffers a severe de- 
feat at the polls—in other words, if the 
British voters return to Parliament less 
than 193 Labor members, their present 
number. 

CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


ITH the floating of the $200,000,000 
German reconstruction loan simul- 
aneously in New York, London and Paris 
arly this week, an important step in car- 
ying out the Dawes plan has at last been 
ccomplished. That the loan will be heav- 
y oversubscribed, here as well as abroad, 
3 taken as a matter of course. As an in- 
estment the bond issue is attractive. The 
erms of the issue in the various markets 
«re practically identical, the bonds matur- 
.ag in twenty-five years, bearing 7 per cent 
interest and being offered at 92, thus yield- 
ing more than 714 per cent. 


But interest in the loan as an invest- 
ment is secondary. As a stabilizing in- 
strument of world peace, the Dawes plan 
is of the greatest importance. And effec- 
tive application of the plan, as was clearly 
pointed out in the Experts’ Report, “‘de- 
pends not only on limitation of Germany’s 
total payments and on German stability” 
but also on a loan “which will serve the 
double purpose of assuring currency sta- 
bility and financing essential deliveries in 
kind during the preliminary period of eco- 
nomic rehabilitation.” 


Proceeds of the loan are to be used 
primarily as gold reserve for the new bank 
of issue. This reserve will enable the 
bank to issue its own notes on a consider- 
able scale, to the benefit of German in- 
dustry, which during the past months has 
been severely handicapped by lack of liquid 
working capital. In stabilizing the ex- 
change by means of the temporary Ren- 
tenmark, the Government necessarily de- 
pressed German industry to a marked ex- 
tent. Cash payments by Germany will, 
under the Dawes plan, be made only in- 
sofar as it is possible to transfer such pay- 
ments without jeopardizing German in- 
dustry and affecting exchange. 


China Does Not Want Opium 
That China, in the throes of a civil war 
being fought on more than one extensive 
front, has been aroused to the point of 
staging a nationwide protest against the 
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growth and use of opium, is ample proof 
of the extent to which recrudescense of 
this dangerous drug has effected the masses 
in that distressed country. 


The Christian Science Monitor, in a re- 
cent editorial, took occasion to point out 
certain interesting factors in the present 
situation. It said, in part: 

On the last Sunday of September, in several 
score places of China’s eighteen provinces, 
were held parades and mass meetings in pro- 
test against the growth, sale and use of 
opium. Every one knows that a sizeable civil 
war was going on in the country at that 
time. The Kiangsu and Chekiang tuchuns 
had joined issue. Foreign warcraft lay off 
Shanghai, with marines landed. And there 
was a north as well as a south battle front, 
for Chang of Mukden had opened hostilities 
against Wu of Peking. Despite all this the 
anti-opium demonstrations, planned in mid- 
summer, went forward without a hitch and to 
the accompaniment not only of wide interest 
but genuine enthusiasm. It could have hap- 
pened nowhere else in the world around: as- 
suredly it was enlighteningly characteristic 
of a people who, through the inbred habits of 
long generations, concern themselves with 
their private affairs, but leave matters of 
public government to those whom a politically 
sophisticated West calls “professionals.” 


It is to be hoped that the first of the 
two international opium conferences to 
meet in Geneva next month, will be able 
effectively to carry out that part of its 
agenda which deals specifically with meas- 
ures which might be taken to assist China 
in her battle with the opium evil. 


Japanese-Mexican Treaty 


On October 8, Japan and Mexico signed 
a treaty of peace, commerce and naviga- 
tion. In addition to the usual clause defin- 
ing and accepting the principles of inter- 
national law, the treaty provides that citi- 
zens of Mexico and Japan may, by accept- 
ing the laws of the other country, travel, 
rent, purchase and devote themselves gen- 
erally to commerce and industry in the 
territory of the other. Japan renounced 
last month all claims pending against Mex- 
ico for damages caused in the revolution- 
ary movements from 1910 on. 


League Council 

The non-permanent members of the 
Council of the League of Nations for 1924- 
25 are Belgium, Brazil, Czechoslovakia, 
Spain, Sweden and Uruguay. The Chi- 
nese delegation protested against China’s 
non-inclusion by leaving the auditorium 
in a body. 


Irish Boundary Bill 

The Irish Boundary Bill, which em- 
powers the British Government to appoint 
a Boundary Commission, with or without 
the concurrence of Ulster, has been passed, 
thus opening the way to a possible settle- 
ment of a dispute between the Ulsterites 
and the Irish Free State which has raged 
fiercely since early spring. 


>. 


